
ROLL OF HONOUR
THE 1914 - 1918 PLAQUE

On the ROLL of HONOUR,
now relocated to an exhibition space

in the Scottish Football Museum in the
south stand at the National Stadium, are

etched the names of 216 players and
members of Queen’s Park. They enlisted

in the services during World War One

Ludere Causa Ludendi

QUEEN’S PARK AND
THE GREAT WAR 1914 TO 1918QUEEN’S PARK AND THE GREAT WAR 1914 - 1918

A THREE PART REPORT IN 2017 
Between now and the Club’s 150th anniversary in July 2017,
new papers by Fred Ellsworth and Frank McCrossan will
be made available on the official website. These will be key
background material for a three part report in 2017.
The emerging framework for this report is;
 
Part One - Queen’s Park Response to War
Research has identified over 50 QP
members who enlisted in Glasgow
to the “Pals Battalions” of the Highland
Light Infantry. Most resided locally. Part
one will examine the issues in 1914 that
impacted on their decisions to “answer
the call” to “join up”.

Part Two - Queen’s Park Counts the Cost 
Part 2 is being developed in sections and 
will focus on the lives of the 31 Queen’s Park 
Members and Players who died during the 
war and places their lives within the context 
of some of the most momentous events that 
took place during the war.  Separate sections will be drafted on the Battle of Loos 
1915; Gallipoli and Eastern Mediterranean; the Somme and the Ypres Salient. 

Part Three - Queen’s Park Looks Forward
Frank McCrossan is preparing an updated biographical paper with information
on QP members who served during the war, often with great distinction;
and then returned home to play important roles within club and community.
Frank’s paper will be made available on our website during 2016 and will inform
Part Three of the 2017 report.

New and updated papers will be issued periodically during 2016.
More information on these papers and their interface with the above
framework is provided on the official website www.queensparkfc.co.uk.

RALPH RISK, C.B.E., M.C.
Awarded The
Military Cross

EDDIE GARVIE
Died on 15 October,

1915, aged 23

JOHN BARBOUR
Died on 15 July, 1916,

aged 25

1st X1 TOUR TO DENMARK AND SWEDEN, JUNE, 1914. 
11 of the 14 players enlisted in forces

QUEEN’S PARK SEASON 1913-1914
11 of these players enlisted in forces



INFORMATION FROM FAMILIES AND FRIENDS IN 2015

A number of families of members and players who served during the war have come 

forward with information : Walter Arnott, whose grandfather, James Dunachie, died 

near Arras in 1917; Eddie Barbour, grandson of John Barbour who played for the

club and who died on the Somme in July 1916; Sandy Caldwell, grandson of the

legendary R.S. McColl, who enlisted for military service at the age of 39; David

Grant from Australia; Stephen Moodie, grandson of Peter Moodie who was awarded 

the DSO for gallantry; Ralph Risk, whose father of the same name played for Queen’s, 

was awarded two Military Crosses for gallantry and subsequently served as club 

President; Dr Bill Wiseman, whose father William served during the war prior

to a distinguished footballing career with Queen’s.

Using some of this information, it is intended that a booklet will be compiled

on ‘QP and the Great War’ with photos of the eleven QP 1st X1 players (on tour

to Denmark and Sweden in the summer of 1914) who then enlisted; and illustrating 

player’s wartime experiences by reference to Eddie Garvie, John Barbour,

Ralph Risk and others. This booklet should be available after April 2016

on the official QP website www.queensparkfc.co.uk

SUPPORT FROM THE COMMUNITY 

Support for the project has been received from  Dr Colm Hickey, of Middlesex

Wanderers whose initial research provided a starting point; John Houston

of the Scottish Military Research Group; Jim Rennie, whose grandfather was

killed at the Battle of Loos in 1915; Craig Stewart, whose article “A Hundred Years

On : Remembering the Queen’s Park Players Killed in the Battle of Loos” was pub-

lished in the Scotsman on Saturday September 5th 2015; Richard McBrearty and 

David Miller of the Scottish Football Museum.

Queen’s Park appreciate this support of the wider community as well

as the families of members and players who served during the war.

The Club continues to invite general comment as well as information from 

the families of members and players who served.  Correspondence should 

be addressed by post to Christine Wright, Secretary QPFC, Hampden Park, 

Glasgow G42 9BA or email secretary@queensparkfc.co.uk. Christine and 

QP Director, Jim Hastie are providing the QP committee with updates.

AIMS OF QPFC

Queens Park aim to raise awareness and understanding

in both the club and wider community of the impact of the war

on the club and the 220 + members and players who enlisted for mili-

tary service, at least 31 of whom died. Their story has remained virtually 

unknown until now. The centenary of many of the battles of the Great 

War will occur between now and 2018.

A Queen’s Park project to compile a more 

complete picture will progress from April 

2016 until the club’s 150th birthday

in 2017. An exhibition and displays

on “Football and the Great War” will

be on show in the Scottish Football

Museum until November 2018.

The Military Cross (with bar) on loan

to the museum by the family

of Ralph Risk CBE MC will be in a display 

case. QPFC encourage you to visit and 

hope you find both the exhibition and our 

research papers interesting and inspiring.

PROGRESS AT 31st DECEMBER 2015 

QP members, Frank McCrossan and Fred Ellsworth, 

have provided initial papers on some of the 221

Queensparkers now known to have served - and the

31 now identified as making the ultimate sacrifice. Links 

to these papers are available on the club website www.

queensparkfc.co.uk; anyone with information on family 

members or friends who were part of the Queen’s Park 

effort in World War One, and other conflicts, are being 

urged to contact: secretary@queensparkfc.co.uk

“QPFC and The Great War”
for more information visit 
www.queensparkfc.co.uk


